Psycholinguistics
Instructor: Amelia E. Kimball
Email: akimbal2@illinois.edu. Email is the best way to reach me. I respond to student emails
within 24 hours on weekdays.
Office: FLB 4036
Office hours: Monday & Wednesday 2-3pm. I am available and willing to meet students outside
scheduled office hours by appointment. Request an appointment by email.
Description: Psycholinguistics is an interdisciplinary field that investigates how people learn,
understand, and produce language. This course is an introduction to the major themes of
psycholinguistics, as well as common experimental methods. Topics include: speech perception,
lexical access, sentence processing and production, and first, second and bilingual language
acquisition.
Prerequisites: A beginning course in linguistics, psychology, or psycholinguistics. The course is
open to undergraduates and graduate students. Undergraduates who are new to reading
scientific articles should speak with the instructor, as extra help will be provided in learning
how to engage with technical writing.
Course website: Lecture notes, homework assignments, readings, project guidelines, and
grades will be posted on course website. Please check it regularly.
Textbook: You are required to have a copy of the course textbook: Carroll, D. W. (2007).
Psychology of Language (5th Edition). Cengage Learning.
Assessment:
Undergraduate students
Attendance and participation 10%
Homework (4 x 10%) 40%
Exam 1 25%
Exam 2 25%

Graduate Students
Attendance and participation 8%
Homework (4 x 8%) 32%
Exam 1 15%
Exam 2 15%
Critical review of published article 10%
Final paper: grant proposal 20%

Attendance and participation: Active participation in class is encouraged and expected.
Attendance will be taken by the instructor or via written notes from small group activities
conducted in class. Participation includes coming prepared to class and contributing through
speaking in class.
Homework: There will be four written homework assignments which will consist of working
with data, responding to a reading, or explaining a concept. Students are allowed and

encouraged to talk with their classmates about the homework, but each student must write up
her/his homework individually.
Exams: There will be two exams, one in the middle of the term and one at the end of the term
during finals period. The exams are not cumulative. The exams will include multiple choice,
short answer, and short essay questions.
______________________________
For graduate students only:
Critical review of a published article: Graduate students will read a published article in
psycholinguistics and critique the article as if they were a reviewer for a journal. Critiques
should address: whether the motivation of the study was clear and accessible to a broad
audience, whether the analysis was appropriate, whether the information provided was
sufficient for the reader to replicate the study, and what the student would suggest doing
differently, if anything. A list of suggested articles is provided on the course website, as are
sample reviews.
Final paper: Graduate students will write a final paper in the form of a grant proposal. The
proposal must be no more than 5 single-spaced pages, and must propose original research.
Students should include a short literature review, motivation, methods, predicted results, and
broader impacts. The literature can consist of articles presented in the course or articles found
through outside research. Advanced graduate students who are applying for a specific realworld grant may follow the guidelines of that grant, rather than those of the course. Please
notify me if you plan to take this option.
____________________________
Ethical behavior is expected: Students are bound by the Student Code regarding plagiarism.
No plagiarism will be tolerated, and students found plagiarizing will be given a minimum
penalty of receiving zero credit for the plagiarized assignment.
Class schedule1
You are expected to do the readings before class on the day they are listed. Most readings will
be taken from the textbook; any additional readings or videos will be found on the course
website.

1

Week
Week 1

Topic
Introduction, linguistics

Week 2

Psychology

Readings
Carroll Chapter 1 &2
“Introduction to reading
scientific articles” (on course
website)
Carroll chapter 3

Parts of this syllabus, including this schedule, are adapted with permission from Psychology
425 taught by Dr. Darren Tanner at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign.

Week 3

Speech perception

Carroll, Chapter 4 (68-91)
Sebastián Gallés (2006)

Week 4

Lexical access

Werker & Yeung (2005)
Carroll, Chapter 5
Pinker & Ullman (2002a, b)

Week 5

Language production

McClelland & Patterson
(2002a, b)
Carroll, Chapter 8 (192-198)
Dell (1995)
Carroll, Chapter 8 (198-223)
Bock (1995)

Week 6

Sentence processing

Bock & Huitema (1999)
Carroll, Chapter 6 (131-141,
150-157)
Altmann (1998)
Gordon & Lowder (2012)

Week 7

Biological foundations of
language

Week 8

ERPs and language
processing

Week 9

First language acquisition

Van Dyke & Johns (2012)
Carroll, Chapter 13 (354-379)
Dronkers & Ogar (2014)
Carroll, Chapter 13 (354-379)
Dronkers & Ogar (2014)
Carroll, Chapter 10
Carroll, Chapter 11 (283-304)
Carroll, Chapter 12 (325-334)

Week 10

Billingualism and second
language acquisition

Bloom & Markson (1998)
Carroll, Chapter 11 (310-322)
Kroll et al. (2015)
Werker & Byers-Heinlein
(2008)

Week 11

Week 12

Perception of written
language, development of
reading
Language, cognition, and
music

Birdsong (2006)
Carroll, Chapter 4 (91-101)
Carroll, Chapter 11 (306-310)
Rayner et al. (2001)
Gleitman & Papafragou (in
press)Patel (2003)
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